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Description


The dramatic twists and turns of his career , its sudden ascent from obscurity to the summits of power followed by its equally precipitous drop into exile , penury , and persecution , have few parallels in the twentieth century. Consider only his biography from the Russian Revolution in 1917 through the mid- 1 920s , the period during which most of the pieces in this collection were written. As the president of the Petrograd Soviet and the director of its Military Revolutionary Committee, Trotsky led the October uprising that brought the Bolsheviks to power and inaugurated the postcapitalist epoch in world history. He was the first commissar of foreign affairs; then he undertook the organization and command of the Red Army. He was commissar of war from 1918 to 192 5. But the tremendous burden of guiding the destiny of the workers' state with Lenin seems only to have heightened the attention Trotsky gave to every detail of its development , to matters that others might have thought were so far afield from the responsibilities of state as to warrant little attention from a leader of Trotsky's stature. But Trotsky's concern for the revolution touched every aspect of Russian life. 
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