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Description


In the realm of science, as in other spheres, background is an important factor. Its influence is especially apparent in borderline subjects, among which engineering geology may be properly placed. There are already several textbooks on this branch of geology-works which present conscientious ·expositions of geological principles, with appropriate expansions in particular directions; but they have been written by geologists and their background is obvious. Where engineering applications are discussed, in particular, they indicate what the geologist, from his rather different viewpoint, imagines that the engineer should know.




My own approach to the wide domain of engineering geology has been along geological paths, but such prospects of that interesting territory as my experience has afforded me have made me wish that

it could be viewed through the eyes of an engineer.




When, therefore, I had the pleasure of reading the manuscript of Professor Legget's book, I recognized at once that this was the picture that I had long envisaged. This book is the work of an engineer with the additional training of a geologist, and I am convinced that it is planned on the right lines because it has the proper background. The necessary viewpoint can be attained only with great difficulty by a geologist, even when experienced as a consultant on engineering problems. The present volume will therefore fill a long-felt want, and may well serve as a foundation for other works on similar lines.
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