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Description

For many welding jobs it can be as important to be able to lay out and fit up the weldment as it is to be able to weld it. This textbook, therefore, combines the skills of measuring, cutting, shaping, fitting, welding, and finishing.



The cover photo of Welding and Metal Fabrication was taken of me in my hangar as I was making a GTA weld on tubing. Aircraft tubing is used to make a number of parts for an aircraft, including the engine mount. Today, many lightsport aircraft, like this KitFox, can be built and flown by individuals.



All of the welding equipment required to build a homebuilt light-sport aircraft is shown in the cover photo. With some hand tools, a few power tools, and the welding and fabrication skills taught in this book, you too could build your own aircraft. There is nothing like the feeling of freedom one experiences as the pilot of your own plane.



Whether you build your own aircraft or you build anything else, there is a sense of accomplishment and a great feeling of pride in being able to point at something and say, “I made that.” Over 30 years ago, I owned a welding company that made agricultural equipment, and I still look at farm equipment as I drive through the countryside to see if one of my units is out there in the field. Recently, my niece was in a volleyball playoff. It was being held in an empty warehouse that had been converted into a gym. I proudly told my wife, “I made the ramp for cars and light trucks at the loading dock on this building.” I had made it over 20 years ago, and it was still there and being used to drive into the warehouse.
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