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Description

Let’s get something straight upfront. You may have heard that AutoCAD is difficult, complex, or hard to learn and use. Well, it has been our observation that the easier any software is to learn and use, the sooner you bump up against the software’s limitations. Yes, AutoCAD is complex, but that’s the secret to its success. Some claim that few people use more than 10 percent of AutoCAD’s capabilities. Closer analysis reveals that pretty much everyone uses the same basic 5 percent, but everyone else uses a different 5 percent after that. The trick is to find your 5 percent, the sweet spot that suits your particular industry.



It should also be perfectly clear that if your career path has put you in a position where you need to learn AutoCAD, then you’re no dummy!



It’s amazing to think that AutoCAD came into being more than a quarter of a century ago, back in the last millennium, at a time when most people thought that personal computers weren’t capable of industrial-strength tasks like CAD. (The acronym stands for Computer-Aided Drafting, Computer-Aided Design, or both, depending on whom you talk to.) What’s equally amazing is the fact that many of today’s hotshot AutoCAD users weren’t even born when the program first hit the street and the grizzled old-timers writing these words began using it! It’s almost as amazing that, 29 years and counting after its birth in December of 1982, AutoCAD remains the king of the microcomputer CAD hill by a tall margin, making it one of the longest-lived PC programs ever, and it will probably be a year older next year. It’s conceivable that the long-term future of CAD may belong to special-purpose, 3D-based software such as the Autodesk Inventor and Revit programs, or to specialized market-specific variations built on top of AutoCAD. At any rate, AutoCAD’s .DWG file format is the de facto standard, and so AutoCAD will be where the CAD action is for the foreseeable future.
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