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Description

My introduction to PowerShell came from a webinar presented by Pragmatic Works’ consultant and Microsoft MVP, Robert Cain. I was amazed by PowerShell but did not have an immediate application for it. Then, I started on a contract to migrate a client from a cloud architecture to a hybrid of cloud and on-premises SQL Server. The ETL tool was not SQL Server Integration Services, and it had a number of limitations. We needed to load external files, which required a good deal of pre-processing. For example, we needed to decrypt the files and unzip them. In some cases, we needed to add a header row with column names. Multiple files had to be consolidated into one file before loading. After processing, the files had to be archived. The client had already started coding these tasks as legacy-style batch files. The deadlines were tight, and the client did not want any delays. As I reviewed the batch files, with their cryptic coding, I knew investing in this outdated technology was the wrong way to go. I convinced them to let me rewrite the scripts in PowerShell.



It was a challenge to learn a new language from scratch while developing a solution with frequent deliverables, but it turned out to be the right decision. The final solution was scalable, extensible, and reusable. Most important, my passion for PowerShell started.



Before long, I started doing PowerShell presentations at PASS chapter meetings, Code Camps, and SQL Saturdays. The more I learned about PowerShell, the more excited I became. However, I found it difficult to find books or blogs that did anything but Windows Administration tasks. I used bits and pieces of these to cobble together what I needed. I was surprised that no one had written a book that covered application or database development. Professional colleagues agreed this was lacking, which kept many from adopting PowerShell. Maybe I could step up and fill in the gap?
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HVAC CHILLED WATER DISTRIBUTION SCHEMES  A chilled water system is a cooling system in which chilled water is circulated throughout the buil...
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