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Description


Respiratory problems are commonplace in the emergency department and on the general and specialist wards, and the need for advanced respiratory support represents the most common reason for admission to intensive care. An understanding of the approach to patients with respiratory failure and of the principles of non-invasive and invasive respiratory support is thus essential for healthcare
professionals, whether nurses, physiotherapists, or doctors.
When one of the authors of this book began his ICU career, he sought a short ‘primer’ on mechanical ventilation. None existed. Worse, this remains true some 25 years later. This handbook is designed to fill that gap, telling you ‘most of what you need to know’– in a simple and readable format. It is not meant to be exhaustive, but to be a text which can be read in a few evenings and which can then be dipped into for sound practical advice.
We hope that you will find the handbook helpful, and that you enjoy working with the critically ill, wherever they may be. 
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