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Description


This historical dictionary covers the modern petroleum industry from the mid-19th century to the first decade of the 21st century, but it also contains a number of entries relevant to earlier periods. Although this book is about petroleum in general, it emphasizes oil more than gas. And although it covers the entire spectrum of the industry, it emphasizes upstream operations more than downstream. Upstream operations consist of the exploration and production of petroleum, while downstream operations consist of refining, transportation, and distribution.




Each entry—on companies, people, events, technologies, phenomena, countries, cities, and regions related to the petroleum industry—is intended to be largely self-contained. However, related entries are highlighted, and their consultation is encouraged for a fuller account. The importance of the United States in the global petroleum industry is reflected in this book, but a deliberate attempt has been made to include as much information as possible from the rest of the world. Russia in particular has been crucial in the history of the industry, and many works have not given it the credit and attention it deserves. Hopefully, this book will contribute to remedying the situation.
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