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Description

It is not hyperbole to say that there has been an explosion of research on tropical forest ecology over the past few decades. The establishment of large forest dynamics plots in tropical forests worldwide, in and of itself, has led to a near revolution in our understandingof forest change. In addition, there has been a substantial increase in the use of models and experiments to test longstandingtheories developed to explain the striking patterns found in tropical forests and the putative mechanisms that underlie these patterns. When we started this project, we felt that a comprehensive synthesis of tropical forest community ecology was necessary in order to help the field move forward. Of course, no single volume could do this. Nonetheless, this book is our attempt to make a significant contribution to the field, and to ask anew: What are the main theories in tropical ecology, and which ones are supported or refuted by empirical data? Thus, we have attempted to assemble a volume that describes the most up-todate findings on the important theories of tropical forest community ecology.We hope that this book accomplishes this goalto the degree possible,while at the same time providinga road map of what we know, what we think we know, and where future research is most needed.
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