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Description

This book has been written primarily to assist all of those within places of work and other premises who are caught by the definition ‘responsible person’ within the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005, which came into force on 1st October 2006. It will also be of use to anyone who has any responsibility in connection with carrying out risk assessments and fire safety audits such as fire officers, building control officers, environmental health inspectors, police and forensic officers. Finally, it could be of interest to those studying such subjects as fire and safety law.



The Fire Safety (FS) Order 2005 is the most sweeping change to UK fire safety legislation for over 30 years. It brings some hundred plus pieces of fire safety law under one umbrella and places the unconditional responsibility for the safety of premises’ occupants upon those who are caught within the embrace of responsible person.



Although the local fire service (fire authority) is responsible for enforcement, it is for the responsible person(s) to ensure that they self-comply with all the duties which this new Order places upon their shoulders. The fire authority can give advice, but cannot carry out the work for those holding this unconditional legal duty.



The concept of placing full responsibility for fire safety on those who create it is not new. Since 1974, the Health and Safety at Work Act has followed this route, as did the Fire Precautions (Workplace) Regulations 1997. However, the fact that the concept is not novel, and the fact that guidance documents from both Central Government and the Health and Safety Executive exist, do not in themselves provide the sort of specialised knowledge which can only properly be provided by practical experience.
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