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Description

Search engines are an integral part of the World Wide Web and help users search for almost anything on the internet. Google’s search methodology paved the way for relevant search and was key to the rise of search engines on the web. Other search engines such as Yahoo!, Bing, Baidu, and Yandex have joined the fray as competition to Google.



Search engines were created to help users locate the most relevant information based on their search queries. Unfortunately, some sites began using underhand methods to get higher rankings in the search results. But this didn’t go unnoticed, and search engines evolved so they could spot these discrepancies. The search engines also went through a paradigm shift and learned to recognize not only text but also interactive media. Industry experts estimate that Google uses more than 200 factors to rank websites in its search results.



You need to understand that users are the most critical aspect of search, because search engines were made to help them find information and content. Therefore, it is essential that you do not concentrate on fooling the search engines—doing so defeats the purpose of search. Your focus should be on user intent and user satisfaction, rather than using underhanded, manipulative techniques. As the engines continue to evolve, the focus has shifted to creating a streamlined user experience. After all, search is meant for users, and getting appropriate results is the primary purpose of the search engines. As the years go by, search protocols and ranking factors may change, but SEO and user experience will continue to work in conjunction with each other.
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